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ñHITECHò Health Information Technology for 

Economic and Clinical Health Act of 2009

Â Section of American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) enacted on 
February 17, 2009 

Â Creates incentives to use electronic health records; promotes electronic use 
and exchange of health information
Ã Congress linked incentives to ñimprovedò privacy and security rules

Ã Act has little to do with electronic health records

Â Biggest change to health care privacy and security since the original HIPAA 
Privacy Rule in 2000

Â Focus on 
Ã changes to HIPAA Privacy and Security Rules

Ã Increased enforcement

Ã Increased accountability for ñBusiness Associatesò



HIPAA Overview  
Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996

Â Who
Ã Covered Entities: health plans, health care clearinghouses, health care providers 

Ã Business Associates: work with covered entities, receive patient health records
Â Accounting firms

Â Law firms

Â Software vendors

Â TPAs of self-insured health plans

Â Transcriptionists

Â Interpreters
Â Collection agencies

Â What
Ã Protected Health Information (ñPHIò)

Â relates to an individualôs health, health care treatment, or health care payment;

Â is transmitted or maintained in any form (electronically, paper, or oral); and

Â can reasonably be used to identify an individual

Ã e.g. Medical Records, EOBs, Actuarial reports


